INFORMED CONSENT 
[DETAILS OF RESEARCH PROJECT]

[Name of researcher(s)] [Any other appropriate qualifying details, eg place of research, year if this is a revised project requiring new consents, names of participating or supporting indigenous organisations]

1.        I understand what this project is about

I have read [or had read to me] the Plain English Research Statement which explains what this research project is about and I understand it.

I have had a chance to ask questions about the project, and I am comfortable with any answers that I have been given.  I know that I can ask more questions whenever I like.

2.       I have volunteered to participate

I agree to participate in the research.  I know that I do not have to participate in it.  I made up my own mind to participate – nobody is making me do it or talking me into it.
I know that I don’t have to answer any questions I don’t like.

The researcher(s) will not write anything down or tape/film anything unless I agree that they can.

3.         What will happen if I want to stop participating?  
I know that I can pull out at any time without getting into trouble with the researcher(s) or anyone else.
If I pull out, none of the information I have given the researcher(s) can be used in the research.

4.         How the research will happen
I agree that the researcher(s) can interview me for the research and write down or (video) tape what I say.

5.  Having my picture taken or being filmed (including when performing)
I agree to be photographed/ videoed for the research project.

I agree that those tapes/photos/videos/DVDs can be shown to other people.

AND:

I agree that those pictures can be put into a book or magazine or shown on TV or the internet

6.        Getting paid for participating in the research
I know that I won’t get paid for participating in the research project.

7.        Risks and benefits of the research
I understand that the research may have the following benefits:

But I understand that the research is not guaranteed to achieve these benefits it depends on what the researcher(s) find out and whether the government listens to what the researcher(s) say.
8.        Who will be the authors of the research?

I understand that the researcher(s) want(s) to write about the research in a book, articles in a university journal, a report for …., a webpage about ….. and other research products.
AND:
I understand that the researcher will write these reports, etc by themselves.  I won’t write it with him/her/them  but my story and photo might be in the reports, etc.
9.        Will people find out personal things about me from the research?
I agree that my name, where I live, and what my country is can be mentioned in any reports, etc that come out of this research.  I don’t mind if people find out these things about me from reading the reports, etc.

AND:

The researcher(s) will check with me before they put the reports out that it only contains the right kinds of personal information.

AND:

If the researcher(s) keep a record of what I said [or did] with my name on it [or which could be used to identify me], I want them to give it to AIATSIS for safekeeping.  I don’t mind if AIATSIS lets other researchers read this record.

10.          What about culturally restricted information or things?
I agree that, when the researcher(s) have collected all the information or things they need, they will talk to me [and/or whoever else has the authority to discuss them] about what to do with any secret or sacred information or things.

11.  Who will have access to the research results?
I understand that this research will produce a report for [ABC indigenous organisation].  Members of the organisation will be able to read it, and so will other Aboriginal people who participated in the research.  [The researcher(s)] won’t give a copy of the report to anyone else without [ABC’s] permission.  [There may be a need for further restrictions, eg on who can view it and for what purpose.] 
AND:

I understand that anyone can read the book/article/reports that comes out of this research, and that even people on the other side of the world might see it, maybe on the internet.  That’s OK with me.
AND:

I agree that the researcher(s) can present information from the research at conferences even if I’m not there. And I understand that the researcher(s) can do this without asking me first.

AND:

The researcher(s) will give the PBC a copy of any books, articles, databases, CDs, videos or DVDs that s/he writes or produces out of the research and that I can have access to them or ask the researcher(s) for a copy of my own.

12.  Intellectual property

I understand that the researcher(s) will hold copyright in any books, articles, databases or conference papers produced as a result of this research.  This means that:

· The researcher(s) will be able to reproduce the information that is in these books, articles, databases or conference papers (or tapes, CDs, videos, DVDs etc) in other places or for other purposes (eg on the internet) without asking for anyone else’s permission,

· The researcher(s) will be able to let other people reproduce that information without asking for anyone else’s permission,

· If the books, articles, databases or conference papers (or tapes, CDs, videos, DVDs etc) make any money; the researcher(s) will keep it,

· The researcher(s)] can pass copyright onto people I don’t know (eg their own children), who also won’t have to ask anyone’s permission before they reproduce the information in the books, articles, databases or conference papers (or tapes, CDs, videos, DVDs etc), let other people reproduce it or keep any money that these research products make.

AND:

The researcher(s) will grant the …. an irrevocable perpetual license to use this copyright material for any purpose whatsoever.

13.        Complaints

I know that, if I am worried about the research project, I can ring up [the researcher(s)] on (phone number) and talk to him/her/them about it.

I know that I can also complain to:

     -         the AIATSIS Director of Research, phone [phone number],

               or

     -         Ms Chrissy Grant, Chair of the AIATSIS Human Research Ethics Committee,
               phone [AIATSIS grants administrator phone number].  This is an independent
               committee – its members do not work for AIATSIS.

               I can also write to the Ethics Committee at AIATSIS, GPO Box 553, Canberra,

               ACT 2601.
               Or

               If I think there has been a breach of my privacy I can write to the Privacy

               Commissioner.

I have read this Informed Consent Form and I agree with it.

Signed by the research participant......................................................

Date......................................................

OR

I read this Informed Consent Form aloud to [name of research participant] and I believe that s/he understood and agreed to it:

Signed by a witness.......................................................

AND:

Signed by or on behalf of the researcher(s)
 

............................................................

Name
Date.......................................................
�         There may be a need to limit this for cultural reasons, eg ‘while I am still alive – after that, if


           someone wants to look at them they have to ask my family’ or ‘except not straight after I die’.


�          There may be a need to extend this to other media or to limit it to particular contexts or uses.


�           You could let ABC use the information only in particular contexts or for particular purposes


             (eg ‘on its web page for school publicity’).  But these kinds of restrictions may be difficult to


             police and are inappropriate where copyright relates to personal or traditional information.


�           The researchers need to sign if they propose to transfer intellectual property rights to anyone


              else.
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