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ABSTRACT

Most Australian languages feature long vowels and they manifest in all but one or two
Pilbara languages. This paper presents a brief summary of each of the 25 Pilbara
languages surveyed for long vowel behaviour. The number of long vowels found in
each corpus varies considerably throughout the region, but two generalisations about
their distribution can be made at this stage. Firstly, a greater number of long vowels are
more common in the southern Pilbara languages, and secondly, even where
languages feature them heavily, long vowels constitute no more that 10% of any
corpus.

Within these generalizations, each language is different in its distribution and
occurrence of long vowels. For most languages, they are a lexical occurrence but in a
few languages, they also take part in morphophonological processes.



