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Vale Uncle Chicka Dixon: activist, leader and
Aboriginal rights icon.

22 March 2010

Professor Mick Dodson AM, the Chairperson of the Astralian Institute of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS), has paidtribute to Aboriginal activist and
leader the late Charles “Chicka” Dixon who passedway on the weekend aged 81.

“Uncle Chicka’s life long contribution in the strgig for equal rights, recognition and the justice
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peopldl varever be carved into this nation’s
history.”

“We have lost a true pioneer and a gentleman.”

Professor Dodson said that Uncle Chicka’s achiewtsnemphasise his remarkable commitment
to the Aboriginal Rights Movement — from workingthre 1960s with the Federal Council for

the Advancement of Aborigines and Torres Stragiriders - where he contributed to the
groundwork for the triumph of the 1967 referenduta being both an instigator and an
organiser of the 1972 Aboriginal Tent Embassy.

“He was a foundation member of the Aboriginal Atsard in 1973 (later becoming its
Chairman) and being the first Aboriginal persoécappointed as a Councillor on the Australia
Council.

“In the early 1970s, he helped establish the AboaigVedical Service and Aboriginal Legal
Services in Sydney, in 1972 he led an Aborigindgation to the Peoples Republic of China in
a mission to highlight Aboriginal issues internatitly and he was the first recipient of
Aboriginal Overseas Study Award in 1975.”

“These are stunning achievements for an Aborigbogi who grew up at Wallaga Lake and
Wreck Bay on the NSW south coast and at just 14«egbas a labourer on the waterfront at Port
Kembla.”

Professor Dodson noted that generations of Auatralwill continue to be inspired by Chicka’s
life and his involvement in the struggle for Indigeis rights.

“In September 2002, Uncle Chicka donated over 4fges to the AIATSIS audio visual
collection to form a permanent record for the etiooeof future generations of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples and for all Austradi.”



“The collection spans approximately 70 years oflifes’

“The whole collection was meticulously documentgd.mcle Chicka through both audio and
video recordings and his forthright and humorouslitections and anecdotes make it a rich
resource for future research and education.”

“AlATSIS will ensure that the story of such a pofutiicon of the Aboriginal Rights Movement
will inspire, educate and live on for generatiomsdme,” Professor Dodson concluded.

Further Contact: John Paul Janke,
Director, AIATSIS Executive and Communications —
02 6261 1123 or 0408 600 867.



