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Selected Bibliography of the Kaurareg language and people held in the AIATSIS 
Library 

 

Book 
Local call number: B I213.00/I2 
Personal Author: Idriess, Ion L. (Ion Llewellyn), 1890-1979 
Title: Isles of despair / by Ion L. Idriess 
Publication info: Sydney : Angus & Robertson, 1947 
Physical descrip: 290 p : ill. ; 21 cm. 
Annotation: Story of Barbara Thomson wrecked on cutter American off Entrance Island and of her rescue by 
Boroto and  acceptance by Piaquai, chief of Kowraregas as reincarnated daughter; her life as member of 
tribe; quotes Carron on sighting H.M.S. Bramble, Weymouth Bay, rescue of Jacky Jacky 1849; Barbara 
Thomson rescued 1850 by H.M.S. Rattlesnake; quotes Jack, Jukes and MacGillivray; information given by 
Mrs. Thomson recorded by Sir O.W. Brierly; Journal on H.M.S. Rattlesnake, Oct.-Nov. 1849 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Language/Group: Torres Strait Islanders (Qld TSI SC54, SC55) 
 
Local call number: B G653.22/R1 
Personal Author: Goodman, Jordan. 
Title: The Rattlesnake : a voyage of discovery to the Coral Sea / Jordan Goodman. 
Publication info: London : Faber, 2005. 
Physical descrip: x, 357 p., [16] p. of plates : ill., facsim ; 24 cm. 
ISBN: 0571210732 
Annotation: Describes treatment by Indigenous people of survivors of 'Charles Eaton' after it was wrecked in 
Great Barrier Reef; history of voyage of exploration by 'HMS Rattlesnake' which tasked with charting eastern 
coast of Australia and Coral Sea as result of shipwrecks; skilled Aboriginal labour and whaling in Twofold 
Bay, NSW; describes Kennedy Expedition, including its contacts with Indigenous people and role of 
Aboriginal guide, Jackey Jackey; contacts with Indigenous people; Barbara Thompson (nee Crawford) and 
her life on Muraleg Island after surviving shipwreck 
Language/Group: Djagaraga / Gudang people (Y6) (Qld SC54-12) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Language/Group: Meriam people (Y3) (Qld TSI SC55-05) 
 

Serial 
Local call number: S 99.4/3 
Principal Author: Shnukal, Anna 
Title: The interwar Pacific Islander community of Port Lihou, Torres Strait / by Anna Shnukal 
Imprint: 2001 
Annotation: Discusses the formation of an unofficial settlement at 'Botolo', Port Lihou, in the Torres Strait 
Islands; description of settlement by Reverend Harold Ayscough in early twentieth century; documentation of 
community's existence; granting of informaql leases; the settlers; community life; role of the Church of 
England in the community; kinship ties; attempted reproduction of original communities; burials at Port Lihou 
cemetery 
Source: Journal of the Royal Historical Society of Queensland Vol.17, no.10 (May 2001), p.433-460 map, 
port 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
 

Pamphlet 
Local call number: p AUS 
Corporate Author: Australia. Federal Court 
Title: Kaurareg people v. State of Queensland [2001] FCA 657 (23 May 2001) 
Publication info: [Canberra] : Federal Court, 2001 
Physical descrip: 27 leaves 
Annotation: Determination of five claims made by the Kaurareg people over parts of seven islands in the 
Torres Strait;three Indigenous Land Use Agreements made;  one between the Kaurareg people, the Torres 
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Shire Council and the State of Queensland;the second between the Kaurareg people and the Telstra 
Corporation Limited;the third between the Kaurareg people and Ergon Energy Corporation Limited. 
Electronic access: http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/disp.pl/au/cases/cth/federal_ct/2001/657.html 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
 
Local call number: p NAT 
Corporate Author: National Native Title Tribunal (Australia) 
Title: The Kaurareg People's native title determinations : questions and answers 
Publication info: Cairns, Qld : National Native Title Tribunal, 2001 
Physical descrip: 12 p. : 6 col. maps ; 30 cm. 
ISBN: 0642262071 
Annotation: Explanations of the mediation process, the reaching of agreement and the determinations of 
native title by the Federal Court; determinations cover areas above the high water mark; also outlines the 
differences in some of the determinations; outlines the Indigenous land use agreement between the 
Kaurareg people, Torres Shire Council and the State of Queensland; includes maps of native title areas 
Electronic access: http://www.nntt.gov.au/metacard/files/kaurareg/Kaurareg_Q_A_final.pdf 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
Language/Group: Central Torres Strait Islander people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
 

Manuscript 
Call number: MS 4241 
Personal Author: Brady, Liam 
Title: The Kaurareg rock-art recording and archaeological survey project, Southern Torres Strait, 
Queensland / Liam M. Brady with the Kaurareg Community 
Publication info: 2004 
Physical descrip: 131 p. ; ill.(some col.), maps 
Access: Open access - reading. Open copying, closed quotation. Not for Inter-Library Loan 
Annotation: Annotation pending 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
 

Pamphlet Manuscript 
Local call number: pMS 1066 
Local call number: pMS 1067 
Personal Author: Moore, David R. 
Title: Preliminary report on an archaeological survey of Cape York Aborigines and the Prince of Wales group 
of islands / David R. Moore. 
Publication info: 1973 
Physical descrip: 10 leaves 
Access: Open access - reading. Partial copying, closed quotation. Not for Inter-Library Loan 
Annotation: Report of an archaeological survey which was part of a project to reconstruct the way of life of 
Aboriginals at Cape York and of the Prince of Wales Islanders and to document the contact and 
intermarriage between them; diary of daily activities including sites found, surveys and excavations; 
summary of excavations is that of the six sites excavated, two were Kaurareg monsoon camps, one an 
Aboriginal cave site and three possibly mixed Islander and Aboriginal camps but that further work on the 
material from the sites is required before further comment can be made 
Language/Group: Djagaraga / Gudang people (Y6) (Qld SC54-12) 
Language/Group: Kaurareg people (Y1) (Qld TSI SC54-07) 
 


