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The emergence of a Black church

Noel Loos

Noel Loos frames the churches” missionary outreach to Aboriginal people
within the reality of frontier violence, government control, segregation and
neglect.

Aboriginal people on the missions responded to white Christianity as part of
their enforced cultural change and within the missions’ changing
circumstances. As missionary control diminished, Aboriginal people
responded more overtly and autonomously: some regarding Christianity as
irrelevant, others adopting it in culturally satisfying ways.

Through the Australian Board of Missions (ABM), the Church of England
sought to convert Aboriginal people into a Europeanised compliant sub-
caste. The separation of children from their families was the first step.

Increasingly the ABM found itself embroiled in emerging broader social
issues and changing government policies, requiring it to rethink its policies.
Loos believes its support of Ernest Gribble’s exposure of the 1926 Forrest
River massacres set off the current “history wars’.

Nowadays, Yarrabah, one of the old mission communities, has become a
centre of Christian revival, expressing an Aboriginal understanding and
spirituality.

Noel Loos has published widely on Indigenous history and politics. His last
book was a biography of his friend, Edward Koiki Mabo: His life and struggle for
land rights.

SELLING POINTS

¢ First history of the Anglican church and missionaries in relation to Aboriginal
people

* Stresses the link between dispossession and missionary activities.

* Rejects the Windschuttle revisionism of the history wars

* Meticulous research, deriving from 30 years’ research using extensive

secondary sources and personal observations

¢ Includes the views of the Indigenous and non-Indigenous people involved.

¢ Author has strong connections within the church community.

ADVANCE INFORMATION SHEET

'NOEL Loqi.'é '“."l- e

The emergence of
a black church

Due date
September 2007

Format
230 x 152 mm

Extent
256 pp

lllustrations
Black & white photos
throughout

RRP
$39.95, pb

ISBN
978 85575 553 9

BOOKSHELF CATEGORIES
e Australian History
eIndigenous studies

* Religious studies

BIC CATEGORIES

*GTXO01 (Aboriginal studies)
* JBHG (Indigenous studies)
¢ JBKC (social & anthro)
*HRBK3 (Anglican)

*HRBX4 (mission & pastoral)

AIATSIS

Aboriginal Studies Press
GPO 553, ACT 2601

(Acton Peninsula, Canberra)
Tel (02) 6246 1111

Fax (02) 6261 4285
www.aiatsis.gov.au/asp
asp@aiatsis.gov.au



http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/

	ADVANCE INFORMATION SHEET 
	Readership 
	Marketing and publicity 
	Specialist media / Journals 
	Print / Radio/ TV 





