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Huggins’ Papers launched in Canberra

Indigenous historian and author, Jackie Huggins AM today became one of the first
Indigenous leader to deposit her papers with the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies in Canberra.

A member of the AIATSIS Council from 1995 to 2007, Ms Huggins has also been a
member of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and its successor, Reconciliation
Australia.

“l understand libraries and the whole process of keeping papers—1 ' m a hHdset or i an
I horde things,” Ms Huggins told a crowd of around 100 assembled at the AIATSIS
Conference at the Australian National University.

“I am very honoured to be here.”

Ms Huggins papers include some 30 boxes of speeches, papers, letters and other
materials covering the years 1916 to 2007, mainly focussing on 1969 to the present.
The collection includes her early studies in Indigenous history and in women's

issues, the development of her ideas through her speeches, writing and teaching, her
involvement on issues such as domestic violence in Australian Indigenous
communities, and her work in social justice and reconciliation.

“Jackie has brought such grace, beauty and style to the way she does business and
how dedicated she is to building partnerships,” AIATSIS Chairperson , Professor
Mick Dodson said.

“She is level headed and has got a foot in both camps — she can charm any
whitefella’ goin’ and deal with any hotheaded blackfella goin’ — including me. We
want to wish you all the best.

Ms Hugginss ai d she hasn?®t goeabaut 15 years af workingelite |eft -
| started this work when | was very young” and that she would continue to add to her
papers into the future.

The papers will be of use to researchers and students of Indigenous Australian
history and politics, as well as to those interested in the history of reconciliation in
Australia.

Media:

The Finding Aid to the Papers of Jackie Huggins is available at
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/8659/MS4426 Huggins.pdf

The conference continues at the Manning Clark Centre, ANU until Thursday 8 November. Full
conference program available at www.aiatsis.gov.au/research_program/events2/aiatsis_conf2007
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